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Commission recently drafted a directive on a
common framework for a comprehensive dig-
ital signature infrastructure. In addition, the
Canadian government is already utilizing dig-
ital signatures for its transactions. These ac-
tions are designed to promote the growth of
electronic commerce, but they will also en-
hance the position of European and Canadian
companies that are developing digital signa-
ture systems. This is an attempt to become
the world leader in electronic commerce.

In the United States, we have a number of
companies which offer digital signature serv-
ices. The States are beginning to enact a
patchwork of laws on digital signatures that
could inhibit the widespread use of digital sig-
natures. While I don’t believe the government
should dictate any one digital signature sys-
tem, we should develop a level playing field
which will encourage rather than hinder the
development of a truly national infrastructure.
It is my intent that the Digital Signature Act be
a first step in this direction. This legislation
has two simple goals: (1) develop uniform
guidelines for Federal agencies to follow when
they use digital signatures and encourage
agencies to maximize the interoperability of
their systems; and (2) establish a national pol-
icy panel for digital signatures to begin a dia-
log on the development of a national digital
signature infrastructure.

My legislation requires the National Institute
of Standards and Technology (NIST) to de-
velop minimum technical standards and guide-
lines for use by Federal agencies when devel-
oping their digital signature infrastructure and
to give due consideration to the interoperability
of their system. Whenever possible, the legis-
lation encourages agencies to use commer-
cial-off-the-shelf products.

Agencies are currently developing and be-
ginning to deploy digital signatures tech-
nologies. However, there is little coordination
between agencies to ensure that the stand-
ards they use are consistent and that the tech-
nologies that they deploy are interoperable.
NIST is charged with developing, with input
from industry, technical standards and guide-
lines which ensure that the agencies deploy
digital signature infrastructures that are both
secure and interoperable. If agencies develop
a variety of incompatible systems, I believe
the result will be to discourage the widespread
use of this electronic authentication technique
by making it more complicated rather than
easier to conduct business with the Federal
Government.

Agencies would be required to report back
to Congress what they are doing to develop
digital signature systems, and why, if applica-
ble, they are not following NIST guidelines.

In addition, the bill requires NIST to develop
minimum technical criteria for agencies’ use
for electronic certification and management
systems, both ‘‘in-house’’ systems or if they
use a private entity. Once again, this is an at-
tempt to level the playing field among Federal
agencies to promote the private sector devel-
opment of these goods and services.

To promote a uniform environment for cer-
tification authorities, the bill establishes a na-
tional panel, under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Commerce’s Technology Administra-
tion to develop model practices and proce-
dures, uniformity among jurisdictions that li-
cense certification authorities, and uniform
audit standards for certification authorities.
This national panel, with broadly based rep-

resentation from all stakeholders, will provide
the coordination needed to put in place the
national infrastructure that is a prerequisite for
the widespread use of digital signatures.

In closing, I want to make clear that this leg-
islation does not favor any digital signature
system, but attempts to begin to create a min-
imum uniform framework for Federal agencies
to make communicating with the Federal Gov-
ernment easier and more secure. I also want
to make clear that this legislation is an outline
or work in progress. The framework of the
Internet is dynamic. It would be short-sighted
to draft Internet related legislation that is static
and unresponsive. I expect further refinements
and will continue to work with industry groups,
the States, the administration and other stake-
holders as we move through the legislative
process.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this time to commend my constituents
from Mt. Vernon, IL, Walt and Melody Gentry,
for using their love of horses to bring happi-
ness to the lives of others.

Walt and Melody have spent the past 8
years educating others about the Bureau of
Land Management’s Adopt-A-Wild Horse and
Burro program. Established in 1992, this pro-
gram’s objectives are to manage the popu-
lation of horses and burros in the effort to pro-
tect them from dying from starvation or dehy-
dration. Spending countless hours traveling
over 30,000 miles, Walt and Melody have not
only aided in many adoptions all over the
Eastern United States, but have also adopted
18 of their own horses that they use to com-
pete in horse shows and riding competitions.

In addition to Walt and Melody’s compas-
sion for these beautiful animals is their com-
passion for others in need. They have com-
bined their love and appreciation for horses
with their concern and eagerness to help oth-
ers by performing many of these shows for
disadvantaged youths. Through these events,
these kids have an opportunity to interact with
horses—something they wouldn’t otherwise be
able to do. In a time when children are often
hungry for leadership and inspiration, the Gen-
try’s have played a pivotal role by sharing the
happiness they have found in the Adopt-A-
Wild Horse and Burro program.

I would like to thank Walt and Melody Gen-
try for sharing the joy in their lives with these
disadvantaged children. They are not only an
inspiration for them, but for all of us who have
so many joys to share.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the Weehawken Volunteer First
Aid Squad for 30 years of dedicated service to
the community.

The Weehawken Volunteer First Aid Squad
was the first volunteer organization of its kind
in Hudson County when it was organized in
1969. Over the last three decades, almost 400
volunteers have served the Squad, providing
free and indispensable lifesaving ambulance
and emergency medical service for
Weehawken.

Because of the caliber and dedication of the
volunteers, the Squad has an excellent two to
three minute response time in emergencies.
This remarkable accomplishment has not only
allowed the Squad to respond to an estimated
40,000 distress calls but has made it respon-
sible for saving countless lives in my district.
In fact, the Squad the fastest response team
of any emergency medical service in the state
of New Jersey.

Long thought of as a strictly suburban serv-
ice, the First Aid Squad showed that not only
could a volunteer ambulance service operate
in urban areas, but that they would prove to
be an invaluable source of support to the resi-
dents of these communities. It was so suc-
cessful in this endeavor that it prompted five
neighboring towns to follow its lead in this im-
portant health service.

On May 7, 1999, the Squad will hold its
30th Anniversary Celebration where they will
highlight these tremendous accomplishments,
as well as to thank those who have assisted
the organization through the years. The indi-
vidual who will receive an Honorary Life Mem-
bership is the Mayor of Weehawken, Mr. Rich-
ard Turner. Mayor Turner, one of the Squad’s
greatest supporters, has been instrumental in
recruiting new members, raising funds for a
new ambulance, and in ensuring the opening
of the Squad’s state of the art headquarters in
1986.

The Weehawken First Aid Squad exempli-
fies leadership and professionalism. For its
pioneering efforts in the field of emergency
medicine and for 30 years of service to
Weehawken, I am very happy to honor and
salute the Weehawken First Aid Squad.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to the Kew
Gardens Civic Association, Inc., on the occa-
sion of its annual meeting.

The members of the Kew Gardens Civic As-
sociation have long been known for their com-
mitment to community service and to enhanc-
ing the quality of life for all Kew Gardens resi-
dents.
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This year’s annual meeting is a chance for

all of us to celebrate the 85th anniversary of
an organization that was founded in 1914 to
represent the interests of homeowners in Kew
Gardens. Under the dedicated leadership of
retiring President Al Brand, the Kew Gardens
Civic Association has seen its membership
rise to more than 300 members.

The Kew Gardens Civic Association has
routinely stood at the forefront of the battle to
ensure that any new developments in Kew
Gardens adhere to applicable zoning regula-
tions and to prevent the illegal use of private
homes for commercial purposes. In addition,
the Kew Gardens Civic Association has estab-
lished subcommittees to assist members in
the resolution of problems with local, State,
and Federal Government agencies.

The members of the Kew Gardens Civic As-
sociation elect their officers and governors
each year at the organization’s annual meet-
ing in accordance with New York States’ Not-
for-Profit Corporation Law and the Associa-
tion’s By-Laws. The Board of Governors
meets periodically to discuss member and
community problems as well as to establish
Association policy.

The members of the Kew Gardens Civic As-
sociation have long been known as innovators
and beacons of good will to all those with
whom they come into contact. Through their
dedicated efforts, they have each helped to
improve my constituents’ quality of life. In rec-
ognition of their many accomplishments on be-
half of my constituents, I offer my congratula-
tions to the Kew Gardens Civic Association on
the occasion of its 85th anniversary.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commemorate the 84th anniversary of the
Armenian genocide. As in years past, I am
pleased to join my House colleagues on both
sides of the aisle in ensuring that the terrible
atrocities committed against the Armenian
people are never repeated.

The event we come together to remember
began on April 24, 1915, when more than 200
religious, political, and intellectual leaders of
the Armenian community were brutally exe-
cuted by the Turkish government in Istanbul.
By the time it ended in 1923, this war of ethnic
genocide against the Armenian people by the
Ottoman Empire claimed the lives of over half
the world’s Armenian population—an esti-
mated 1.5 million men, women, and children.

Sadly, there are some people who still
question the fact that the Armenian genocide
even occurred. History is clear, however, that
the Ottoman Empire engaged in a systematic
attempt to destroy the Armenian people and
their culture. The U.S. National Archives con-
tain numerous reports detailing the process by
which the Armenian population of the Ottoman
Empire was systematically decimated. That is
one of the reasons we come together every

year at this time: to remind the world that this
event did indeed take place and that we must
remain forever vigilant in our efforts to prevent
all such future calamities.

I am pleased to report that a strong and vi-
brant Armenian-American community thrives in
my district in Northwest Indiana. My prede-
cessor in the House, the late Adam Benjamin,
was of Armenian heritage, and Northwest Indi-
ana’s strong ties to Armenia continue to flour-
ish. Over the years, members of the Arme-
nian-American community throughout the
United States have contributed millions of dol-
lars and countless hours of their time to var-
ious Armenian causes. Of particular note are
Mrs. Vicki Hovanessian and her husband, Dr.
Raffi Hovanessian, residents of Indiana’s First
Congressional District, who have worked to
improve the quality of life in Armenia, as well
as in Northwest Indiana. In fact, Dr.
Hovanessian serves his country and his faith
as the personal physician to His Holiness the
Catholicos, enabling His Holiness to travel to
Rome for the recent opening of the Armenian
exhibit at the Vatican library—an event at-
tended by His Holiness the Pope. Mrs.
Hovanessian has worked to increase aware-
ness of Armenian culture through her efforts to
showcase the work of Armenian artists in exhi-
bitions here in the United States. On a na-
tional level, their efforts together were integral
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
Armanian Apostolic Church of America, which
has grown and thrived since it was estab-
lished. They played a key role in raising $5
million for Armenian causes during His Holi-
ness the Catholicos’ recent visit to the United
States to celebrate the historic event.

Two other Armenian-American families in
my congressional district, Heratch and Sonya
Doumanian and Ara and Rosy Yeretsian, have
also contributed greatly toward charitable
works in the United States and Armenia. Dr.
and Mrs. Doumanian have dedicated their
lives to supporting Armenians both in this
country and in Armenia. These distinguished
citizens were actively involved in the observ-
ance of the 100th anniversary of Armenian
independence and Dr. Doumanian was re-
cently honored for his selfless endeavors with
the Crystal Globe Award from the Asian-Amer-
ican Medical Society. I was privileged to be
there when Dr. Doumanian received that ac-
knowledgment of his innumerable contribu-
tions to his family and his faith.

The projects undertaken by these dedicated
individuals, together with hundreds of other
members of the Armenian-American commu-
nity, have helped to finance many essential
projects in Armenia, including the construction
of new schools, a mammography clinic, and a
crucial roadway connecting Armenia to
Nagorno Karabagh.

The Armenian people have a long and
proud history. In the fourth century, they be-
came the first nation to embrace Christianity.
During World War I, the Ottoman Empire was
ruled by an organization, known as the Young
Turk Committee, and became allied with Ger-
many. Amid fighting in the Ottoman Empire’s
eastern Anatolian provinces, the historic heart-
land of the Christian Armenians, Ottoman au-
thorities ordered the deportation and execution
of all Armenians in the region. By the end of
1923, virtually the entire Armenian population
of Anatolia and western Armenia had been ei-
ther killed or deported.

While it is important to keep the lessons of
history in mind, we must also remain eternally
vigilant in order to protect Armenia from new
and more hostile aggressors. Even now, as
we rise to commemorate the accomplishments
of the Armenian people and mourn the trage-
dies they have suffered, Turkey and other
countries are attempting to break Armenia’s
spirit by engaging in a debilitating blockade
against this free nation.

That is why three years ago, I led the fight
in the House of Representatives to free Arme-
nia from Turkey’s vicious blockade by offering
an amendment to the Fiscal Year 1997 For-
eign Operations appropriations bill. Under cur-
rent law, U.S. economic assistance may not
be given to any country that blocks humani-
tarian assistance from reaching another coun-
ty. Despite the fact that Turkey has been
blocking humanitarian aid for Armenia for
many years, the President has used his waiv-
er authority to keep economic assistance for
Turkey intact. My amendment, which passed
in the House by a bipartisan vote of 301–118,
would have prevented the President from
using his waiver authority and would have cut
off U.S. economic aid to Turkey unless it al-
lowed humanitarian aid to reach Armenia. Un-
fortunately, my amendment was not included
in the final version of the Foreign Operations
appropriations bill and the Turkish blockade of
Armenia continues unabated.

Furthermore, last month, I testified before
the Foreign Operations Appropriations Sub-
committee, as I have for each of the past sev-
eral years, to request that the subcommittee
maintain its practice of reserving one-third of
NIS funding for the Southern Caucasus; sixty
percent of those funds for Armenia, Georgia,
and Azerbaijan; and no less than twenty-five
percent of Southern Caucasus funds for Arme-
nia alone. I also argued that the current ban
on assistance to Azerbaijan should remain in
place until Azerbaijan takes serious, demon-
strable steps to ending their current conflict
with Armenia, starting with an end to their own
blockade.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank my col-
leagues, Representatives JOHN PORTER and
FRANK PALLONE, for organizing this special
order to commemorate the 84th anniversary of
the Armenian genocide. Their efforts will not
only help to bring needed attention to this
tragic period in world history, but also serve as
a reminder to remain vigilant in the fight to
protect basic human rights and freedoms
around the world.
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Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, Thursday of
last week, I returned to my home in Littleton,
Colorado to pray for the victims of the shoot-
ing at Columbine High School. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on the mo-
tion to instruct conferees for H.R. 1141, the
Supplemental Appropriations Bill (rollcall No.
96).
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